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Glossary 
 
Adequate Funding: means stable, fair and reliable funding for schools. Recognizing that we 
don’t have unlimited funds, the money we put into our schools should be thoughtfully and 
deliberately directed into the programs that get better results for kids. 
 
Academic Acceleration: refers to a program successfully used by Federal Way schools to 
close the achievement gap and make college a real possibility for more students of color. It 
works by automatically enrolling any middle or high school student who is qualified into 
college-credit Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) classes. Since 
2010, when the program started, the number of students of color taking advanced classes 
has increased by 76%, the classes better reflect the diversity of the district, and the students 
taking advanced classes are more likely to earn admission to and do well in college.  
 
Accountability: means focusing on results, and holding our policy-makers, districts, 
schools, educators, parents and communities responsible for how well students are learning. 
 
Achievement Gap or Opportunity Gap: is the persistent difference in learning, 
achievement and opportunities between low-income students or students of color and their 
higher income or White peers. When students of color graduate at lower rates than white 
students, that shows an achievement/opportunity gap. This gap in learning means that low-
income students and students of color have further to go in order to reach the goal of being 
ready for college and career. 
 
Basic Education: is a technical term defined by the Washington State Legislature, meant 
to capture the knowledge and skills needed to participate in the economy and in our 
democracy. The legislature decides which specific educational programs are included in 
“Basic Education.” For example, preschool (pre-K) is not currently part of Basic Education. 
In 2009, the legislature expanded the definition to include a 24-credit high school diploma, 
transportation to and from school, and all-day kindergarten; but these improvements have 
not been funded or implemented yet. 
 
Charter Schools: are independently managed public schools, operated by qualified non-
profits and overseen by a local school board or state commission. Public charter schools are 
free and open to all students, they must meet the same academic standards as traditional 
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schools, and teachers are held to the same certification requirements. Because public 
charter schools are allowed more flexibility and freedom from certain regulations, they can 
innovate and create learning environments that best meet students’ needs. 
 
College & Career Ready: means having the knowledge, skills and academic preparation to 
succeed in either a 2-year or 4-year college without remedial classes, or to succeed in a 
vocational training program, apprenticeship, or job that offers opportunities to advance.   
 
Common Core State Standards: are statewide K-12 academic standards in math and 
English-language arts. The Common Core is a different approach to learning, teaching and 
testing. Developed by education experts in 46 states, these standards provide a deeper 
understanding of key concepts, and ensure that students are meeting the same high 
standards no matter where they live. For example, the new math standards focus on a more 
comprehensive understanding of fewer math concepts, and the ability to apply them to 
everyday life. This practical, real-life application of knowledge better prepares students for 
success. Similarly, the Next Generation Science Standards are statewide K-12 academic 
standards in science. 
 
Early Learning: refers to learning in the first 5 years of life. Early Learning programs 
include parent support, high-quality childcare and high-quality preschool opportunities like 
Head Start and ECEAP, Washington state’s Early Childhood Education and Assistance 
Program. Early Learning provides the building blocks for school success so that children are 
ready when they enter kindergarten. 
 
Education Reform: means improving our education system so that it is designed around 
student achievement and results. To be effective, policy-makers, parents, teachers, 
principals, administrators, and communities all have to work together to improve our 
education system and do what’s best for kids. 
 
McCleary: refers to the Washington state Supreme Court’s decision in McCleary v. State of 
Washington in January 2012, in which the court found that the state is not meeting its 
constitutional duty to “make ample provision for the education of all children.” The decision 
addressed education funding, policy and reform. The court will continue to monitor 
legislative progress on education funding and reform, and has set a deadline that the state 
must live up to its constitutional duty by 2018. 
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